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Maundy Thursday 

 
 
 
The Celebrant says 
 

Celebrant Blessed be our God. 
People  Now and forever. Amen. 

Following the opening acclamation, the Celebrant may say 

This is the night that Christ the Son of  Man gathered with his disciples in the upper 
room. 

This is the night that Christ our Lord and Master took a towel and washed the 
disciples’ feet, calling us to love one another as he has loved us. 

This is the night that Christ our God gave us this holy feast, that we who eat this 
bread and drink this cup may here proclaim his perfect sacrifice. 

This is the night that Christ the Lamb of  God gave himself  into the hands of  those 
who would slay him. 

 
The service continues with the Trisagion 
 

 
Trisagion 
Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Immortal One, 
Have mercy upon us. 
 
 
 

THE COLLECT 

 

The Celebrant says to the People 

   The Lord be with you.  
People  And with your spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray.  
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The Celebrant prays the Collect.  

Almighty Father, whose most dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the 
Sacrament of  his Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it in thankful 
remembrance of  Jesus Christ our Savior, who in these holy mysteries gives us a pledge 
of  eternal life; and who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 
People  Amen. 

 
THE LESSONS 

 
EXODUS 12:1-14 
PSALM 78:15-26V 
1 CORINTHIANS 11:23-26(27-34)  
JOHN 13:1-15 OR LUKE 22:14-30 

 
The people sit. One or two Lessons, as appointed, are read, 
the Reader first saying 
 

A Reading (Lesson) from ____________ . 
 
A citation giving chapter and verse may be added. 
After each Reading, the Reader may say 
 

  The Word of  the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 
 

The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to ____________ . 
 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 
 

  The Gospel of  the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

THE SERMON 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

The Deacon or other person appointed says these prayers, or the Prayers of the People in the Renewed Ancient Text. 
 

 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 
Almighty and everliving God, we are taught by your holy Word to offer prayers and 
supplications and to give thanks for all people. We humbly ask you mercifully to 
receive our prayers. Inspire continually the universal Church with the spirit of  truth, 
unity, and concord; and grant that all who confess your holy Name may agree in the 
truth of  your holy Word, and live in unity and godly love. 
 
Silence 

 
 Reader Lord, in your mercy: 
 People Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray that you will lead the nations of  the world in the way of  righteousness; and 
so guide and direct their leaders, especially N, our President/Sovereign/Prime 
Minister, that your people may enjoy the blessings of  freedom and peace. Grant that 
our leaders may impartially administer justice, uphold integrity and truth, restrain 
wickedness and vice, and protect true religion and virtue. 
 
Silence 

 
 Reader Lord, in your mercy: 
 People Hear our prayer. 
 
Give grace, heavenly Father, to all Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, and especially to 
your servant(s) N, our Archbishop/Bishop/Priest/Deacon, etc., that by their life and 
teaching, they may proclaim your true and life-giving Word, and rightly and duly 
administer your holy Sacraments. And to all your people give your heavenly grace, 
especially to this Congregation, that with reverent and obedient hearts we may hear 
and receive your holy Word, and serve you in holiness and righteousness all the days 
of  our lives. 
 
Silence 

 
 Reader Lord, in your mercy: 
 People Hear our prayer. 
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Prosper, we pray, all those who proclaim the Gospel of  your kingdom throughout the 
world, and strengthen us to fulfill your great commission, making disciples of  all 
nations, baptizing them and teaching them to obey all that you have commanded. 
 
Silence 

 
 Reader Lord, in your mercy: 
 People Hear our prayer. 
 
We ask you in your goodness, O Lord, to comfort and sustain all who in this 
transitory life are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity [especially 
_____________]. 
 
Silence 

 
 Reader Lord, in your mercy: 
 People Hear our prayer. 
 
We remember before you all your servants who have departed this life in your faith 
and fear, [especially _____________,] that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we 
ask you to give us grace to follow the good examples of  [N., and] all your saints, that 
we may share with them in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Silence 

 
 Reader Lord, in your mercy: 
 People Hear our prayer. 
 
Additional prayers may be added. 
 
The Celebrant concludes with this or some other appropriate Collect. 

 
Heavenly Father grant these our prayers for the sake of  Jesus Christ, our only 
Mediator and Advocate, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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 THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION OF SIN 

 

The Deacon or other person appointed says the following 

All who truly and earnestly repent of  your sins, and seek to live in love and charity 
with your neighbors, and intend to lead the new life, following the commandments of  
God, and walking in his holy ways: draw near with faith and make your humble 
confession to Almighty God. 
 

or this 

Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 

The Deacon and People kneel as able and pray 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
 
For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of  your Name. Amen. 

 

The Bishop or Priest stands and says 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised forgiveness 
of  sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to him, have mercy 
upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE COMFORTABLE WORDS 

 

The Celebrant may then say one or more of the following sentences, first saying 

Hear the Word of  God to all who truly turn to him. 

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Matthew 11:28 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life. 
John 3:16 

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of  full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners. 
1 Timothy 1:15 

If  anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is 
the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of  the whole 
world. 
1 John 2:1-2 

 
THE PEACE 

 

Celebrant  The Peace of  the Lord be always with you.  
People   And with your spirit. 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 
 

THE BLESSING 
 
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives this or an alternate blessing 

 
The peace of  God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of  God, and of  his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing 
of  God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain 

with you always.  Amen. 

 


